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 EN-104 generell informasjon
Emnekode: EN-104
Emnenavn: Introduksjon til amerikansk litteratur og kultur
Dato: 27 mai 2019
Varighet: 4 timer
 
 
Tillatte hjelpemidler: You may use all syllabus books (except the Dictionary of Literary
Terms & Literary Theory), up to ten pages of your own notes, and an English-English
dictionary or thesaurus.
 
Merknader: Provide long answers for five (5) of the twelve (12) prompts below. Your
responses will be in complete sentences and paragraphs written in your best English.
You may use all syllabus books (except the Dictionary of Literary Terms & Literary
Theory), up to ten pages of your own notes, and an English-English dictionary or
thesaurus.
Be sure to label each response with the correct Roman numeral (I, II, III, IV, etc.) and to
cover all the specific aspects mentioned in the question; expect your answers to range
between 300 to 500 words.
 
-------------------------------
 
Det forekommer av og til spørsmål om bruk av eksamensbesvarelser til undervisnings-
og læringsformål. Universitetet trenger kandidatens tillatelse til  at besvarelsen kan
benyttes til dette. Besvarelsen vil være anonym.
Tillater du at din eksamensbesvarelse blir brukt til slikt formål?
Velg et alternativ

 

Ja

Nei
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1 EN-104, Velg EN av tolv tekter
I. Leslie Marmon Silko and Sherman Alexie employ both memory and storytelling to
provide a basis for their Native American identity and as a strategy to help them
preserve this identity in the Anglo-dominated society of North America.
Show how the characters of “Lullaby” and The Lone-Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in
Heaven use and respond to stories, and how these contrast with memories that the
characters recall. Do you see any similarities and differences in this aspect between the
two texts?
 
II. Business, commerce, and sales are important in a capitalist society such as the
United States. Both Jay Gatsby and Willy Loman depend in large measure on the
appearance of success for their personal identity and in achieving their life goals.
How do the plots of The Great Gatsby and Death of a Salesman illustrate this? What
effect can we see this has on them and others? Does this turn out to be a successful
strategy for either of them?
 
III. Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown,” “The Minister’s Black Veil,” Poe’s
stories and poetry, and Emerson’s “Self Reliance” all offer a challenge to the notion of
authority and certainty in religious knowledge and understanding.
With reference to these works, examine the ways in which religion in America is
represented; compare and contrast the alternatives suggested by these writers to
authorized institutional religion.
 
IV. While Washington Irving turned to Europe for much of his literary and cultural
inspiration in “Rip Van Winkle,” Benjamin Franklin and James Fennimore Cooper
employed the figure of the Native American to create a distinctly American literary
tradition and identity in “Remarks Concerning the Savages…” and Last of the Mohicans.
William Apess challenged the racist ideology in the New World but was unable to escape
from European ideology and literary traditions.
Compare and contrast the treatment of European and Native culture in these works, and
the way that it was used to define an early ‘American’ national literary identity. You may
wish to further illustrate the discussion of race in America with reference to Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
 
V. Contemplation via internal monologue has been a major literary strategy in the writing
of poetry. Edgar Allen Poe, Emily Dickinson, and Robert Frost excel at this.
Please compare and contrast two (2) of the following with regard to their use of internal
monologue: Poe’s “Annabel Lee,” Dickinson’s “There’s a certain Slant of light” and
Frost’s “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening”.  Pay particular attention to their
respective use of figurative language and prosody (the sound and rhythm of the poems).
 
VI. Compare the treatment of society and individual responsibility in Jack London’s ‘To
Build a Fire’ and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. How do they relate to broader
themes of the American Dream, social mobility, and personal responsibility?
 
VII. By the end of their respective lives, Cotton Mather and Benjamin Franklin were
politically well-connected and had produced a great deal of “knowledge.” Yet from their
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respective writings and what you have read about them, the character of the subject
matter of their interests appear to be quite different. One way to look at it, is that Mather
represented a “pre-Enlightenment” worldview and Franklin may be considered as a
product of the Enlightenment.
Define the Enlightenment and illustrate how the beliefs and worldview of Franklin (as
seen in his Autobiography) compare to those of Mather (as you saw in “The Wonders of
the Invisible World”).
 
VIII. With reference to Edgar Allan Poe’s ‘Fall of the House of Usher’ and Charlotte
Perkins Gilman’s ‘The Yellow Wallpaper,’ discuss the notion of perspective and
subjective experience. What is the effect of the first-person narration in Poe and Gilman?
How do these writers engage with notions of objective truth, and personal experience of
the material world?
 
IX. Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman and Tennessee Williams’s A Streetcar Named
Desire feature tragic figures in Willy Loman and Blanche Dubois, respectively. Compare
how these characters’ fundamental beliefs contributed to their respective downfalls. Of
the two, which one do you believe speaks more to a historical change in the United
States after the World War Two?
 
X. By comparing Flannery O’Connor’s “Good Country People” and Sara Orne Jewett’s
“A White Heron,” discuss the notion of regionalism in national American narratives. Is the
regionalism of these texts a rejection of the concept of shared national character? How
does Jewett’s urban middle-class construction of rural America differ from O’Connor’s
intimate ‘insider’ knowledge?
 
XI. Even though they were both born in England, John Smith and Mary Rowlandson
portrayed American spaces in different ways. Smith’s “A Description of New England”
and Rowlandson’s “The Captivity and Release” give different impressions on the North
American nature, the colonial economy, the quality of life of a colonist, and the
interactions with the natives.
Compare and contrast these works: How do they describe life in New England? What
were their respective purposes and why do you think they were popular at the time? You
may further support your points by discussing some the poetry of Anne Bradstreet and /
or Edward Taylor.
 
XII. With reference to Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Edith Wharton’s
“Roman Fever,” compare the representation of women in the US. What aspects of
stereotypical femininity do both texts address? In what ways does Stowe’s treatment of
women’s role in society differ from Wharton’s? How does the style of writing employed
by the writers – sensibility, and realism with a hidden 'second story' – draw, or comment
on, feminine concerns in their respective societies?
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Skriv ditt svar her...

 

Format                  

 Σ  

 

Words: 0
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